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KNARESBOROUGH 


MEDICAL  OFFICER'S 


ANNUAL  REPORT, 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1907. 


Gentlemen, — 


Knaresborough, 

March  2nd,  190S. 


I now  lay  before  you  my  report  for  the  year  1907,  dividing 
the  same  into  two  parts,  viz. : (1)  That  concerned  with  vital 
statistics  and  the  incidence  of  disease,  and  (2)  that  concerned 
with  sanitary  work,  with  which  is  included  the  Inspector’s  report 
on  work  done,  which  again  includes  a report  on  the  Factories 
and  Workshops  in  your  district. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Our  death  rate  for  1906  was  the  lowest  for  ten  years.  For 
1907  I have  the  pleasure  of  recording  a still  further  decrease. 

The  total  number  of  deaths,  including  those  in  the  Workhouse, 
recorded  in  1907  was  100,  giving  a death  rate  per  1000  of  the 
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population  per  annum  of  17*8.  But  eliminating  those  deaths  in 
the  Workhouse  of  people  not  belonging  to  Knaresborough, 
reduces  the  total  number  of  deaths  to  77,  giving  a death  rate  of 
137,  as  compared  with  15*3  last  year. 

The  following  table  compares  the  Deaths  and  Death  Rates  for 
three  consecutive  years  : — 


Deaths. 

Death  Rate. 

1905 

82 

15*4 

1906 

83 

15-3 

1907 

77... 

13-7 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  due  to  preventable 
disease,  comparing  1907  with  the  two  previous  years. 

TABLE  I. 

Deaths  due  to  preventable  causes  : — 

1905.  1906.  1907. 

Small-pox  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  Croup... 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

Diarrhoea  

Enteritis 

Phthisis  

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases  

Erysipelas  

Influenza 

Puerperal  Fever 

Anthrax  

The  death-rate  from  these  diseases  is  2*9  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

5 

1 

5 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

5 

4 

1 

0 

1 

0 


0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

2 

0 

9 

0 

1 
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TABLE  II. 


Deaths  from  non-preventable  diseases 

1905. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  6 

Heart  Disease 13  . 

Cancer 7 

Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis ) g 
of  Liver  j 

Convulsions  3 

Senile  Decay  3 

Premature  Birth 2 

Injuries  and  Accidents  ...  0 . 

Suicides  2 . 

TABLE  III. 


1906. 
. 8 
. 10 
. 6 

. 4 

. 0 
. 8 
. 3 

. 4 

. 0 


The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  : — 
Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  .... 
,,  at  1 year  and  under  5 — 

,,  at  5 years  ,,  15  .... 

,,  at  15  ,,  ,,  25  . . . . 

,,  at  25  ,,  ,,  65  .... 

,,  at  65  and  upwards  


1907. 
...  10 

...  6 
6 

...  2 

...  3 

...  4 

...  2 
...  1 
...  0 


16 

3 

2 

2 

27 

27 

77 


There  is  a slight  increase  in  the  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age  as  compared  with  last  year,  in  which  they  were  phenomenally 
low,  but  still  a considerable  decrease  upon  previous  years,  and 
they  give  a rate  per  1,000  births  of  101. 

BIRTHS. 

The  births  of  157  children  were  registered  in  1907,  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  28*03.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
1907,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Registrar  General,  was  26*3. 
Qf  the  157  births  81  were  male  children  and  76  female. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infectious  diseases  notified  in  1907  : — 

Diphtheria  4 

Scarlet  Fever  7 

Enteric  Fever 0 

Erysipelas  0 

Totals 11 


Total  number  of  cases  notified  last  year  was  54,  so  that 
there  has  been  a very  great  decrease  this  year,  and  in  this  respect 
at  least  we  can  compare  favourably  with  most  of  the  places 
around  us. 

Four  of  the  eleven  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  in  all  cases  disinfection  of  the  houses,  bedding, 
and  clothing  was  carried  out,  and  in  the  anthrax  case,  included 
in  Table  I.,  and  which  died,  the  bedding  and  clothing  likely  to 
have  been  infected  by  discharges  from  the  body,  &c.,  were 
burned. 
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PART  II. 


SANITARY  WORK  ACCOMPLISHED. 


The  improvements  effected  in  this  department  are  steadily 
maintained  and  show  a slight  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Several  portions  of  the  district  have  been  inspected  from 
house  to  house  during  the  year,  the  sanitary  defects  found 
reported  to  the  owners,  or  occupiers  where  the  latter  were  found 
to  be  in  default,  and  in  most  instances  remedied  without  it  being 
necessary  to  report  the  cases  to  the  Sanitary  Committee.  In 
addition  to  this,  all  houses  are  inspected  and  the  drains  tested 
wherever  a case  of  infectious  disease  is  notified.  By  this  method, 
and  with  frequent  general  inspections  of  the  whole  district,  some 
175  nuisances  have  been  discovered  and  as  many  abated. 

Reference  to  Table  VII.  will  show  that  altogether  108 
premises  were  examined,  172  letters  were  sent  or  owners  seen, 
and  217  visits  were  made  to  examine  work  and  test  drains. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  16  outstanding 
nuisances,  and  the  same  number  are  in  hand  at  the  present  time. 
No  prosecutions  have  been  necessary,  and  only  11  statutory 
notices  have  been  sent.  Generally  the  owners  of  property  are 
less  unwilling  than  formerley  when  called  upon  to  do  the  work 
required  to  put  their  houses  into  better  sanitary  condition. 
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Infectious  diseases  have  onlv  called  for  29  visits,  and  the 
disinfecting  of  16  houses  and  their  contents.  All  infected 
clothing  and  bedding  is  sent  to  the  steam  disinfector  at  the 
hospital,  as  soon  as  the  removal  or  recovery  of  the  patient  will 
allow. 

The  number  of  Slaughter  Houses  remains  as  last  year.  They 
have  been  inspected  on  41  occasions,  and  no  complaints  as  to 
their  condition  have  arisen  during  the  year. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  of  the  two  noxious  trades 
established  in  your  district,  and  one  has  removed  to  more  suitable 
premises,  after  obtaining  the  Council’s  permission,  and  adapting 
the  place  to  his  business  and  the  requirements  of  the  Bye-Laws. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses,  of  which  there  are  four  on 
the  register,  have  been  visited  periodically,  and  are  well  kept 
and  in  sanitary  condition.  Several  other  houses  suspected  of 
being  used  as  Lodging  Houses,  and  that  are  not  upon  the 
register,  have  received  frequent  visits  both  by  day  and  night. 
The  occupiers  were  warned,  and  in  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  report  specially  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

At  the  Statute  Hiring  Fairs  the  dwelling  vans  occupied  by 
the  showmen  were  visited,  and  sanitary  conveniences  provided 
for  their  use  were  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  Dairymen  registered  in  your  district  is  as 
last  year,  viz. : — 18.  The  premises  are  regularly  inspected,  and 
at  several  of  the  Cowsheds  improvements  in  the  lighting  and 
ventilation  have  been  made.  On  the  whole  the  conditions  are 
fairly  satisfactory. 

The  removal  of  Nightsoil  and  House  Refuse  is  done  by 
contract,  and  no  serious  complaints  of  failure  in  this  department 
have  been  reported.  A considerable  decrease  is  shown  in  the 
number  of  wet  middens  emptied,  and  the  quantity  of  nightsoil 
removed,  whilst  the  amount  of  dry  refuse  is  practically  as  last 


year.  Altogether  there  is  a decrease  of  155  loads  removed  from 
the  district. 

Six  Houses  have  been  closed  during  the  year  as  unfit  for 
dwellings.  In  all  cases  these  were  small  houses,  damp  and 
dilapidated.  Four  were  demolished  by  order  of  the  Council  and 
two  used  for  other  purposes. 


PART  III. 


FACTORY  & WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 


This  Act  requires  that  a Register  must  be  kept  of  all  Work- 
shops and  Workplaces  within  your  district.  The  Register  so 
kept  shows  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  are  BO  such  places 
within  your  district.  They  include  8 Workshop  Bakehouses,  10 
Building  Trades,  1 Cigar  Maker,  and  11  miscellaneous. 

In  company  with  your  Inspector  I have  paid  periodic  visits 
to  these  places,  and  also  to  the  various  Factories  within  your 
district,  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  the  latter  being  under  my 
supervision.  This  accounts  for  51  visits,  viz.,  11  to  Factories, 
28  to  Workshops,  and  12  to  Workplaces  (stable  yards,  &c.). 

As  to  the  Factories  I have  no  complaints  ; in  the  several 
Workshops  6 defects  were  found,  B written  notices  were  sent  and 
several  verbal  instructions  given,  resulting  in  all  the  defects 
being  remedied,  and  also  one  outstanding  from  last  year. 

There  is  no  “Home  Work”  in  the  district. 
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No  prosecutions  have  been  needed,  nor  any  matter  reported 
to  the  Factory  Inspector. 


TABLE  V. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

Inspections.  Written  Notices. 

Factories 11  ...  0 

Workshops 28  2 

Workplaces 12  ...  1 

• • • 

51  ...  8 


Sanitary  accommodation  : — 

Defects  found. 


Insufficient  0 

Unsuitable  or  defective  1 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  re-  j ^ 
quirements  for  Bakhouses...  j 

Other  offences  1 

6 


Remedied. 

1 

1 

4 

1 

7 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IAN  D.  MACK  AY,  b.a.,  m.b.,  c.m., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  VI. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1907  and  Previous  Years. 

Knaresborough  Urban  District. 
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Nett  Deaths  at  all 
Ages  belonging  to  the 
District. 

Rate 

per  1,000. 
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At  all  Ages. 
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per  1,000. 
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TABLE  VII. 


Houses  and  Premises  examined 

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Fittings  tested  ... 

Sanitary  Defects  found,  viz.  : — 

Defective  Drainage 

Damp  and  Dilapidated 

Overcrowded 

Offensive  Accumulations 

Defective  Privies  and  w.c.’s 

Other  Nuisances 

Total 

Visits  paid  to  inspect  work  in  progress  ... 

Visits  of  Inspection  paid  to  : — 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

Noxious  Trades 
Common  Lodging  Houses... 
Workshops  and  Bakehouses  ... 
Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

Other  Visits  paid  to  Houses  on  account  of 
Infectious  Disease 
Nuisances  found 
Other  causes 


Total 
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Preliminary  Notices  and  Letters  sent,  or  Owners  seen  172 

Statutory  Notices  sent  ...  ...  ...  ...  • ••  H 

Houses  Disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  16 

New  Drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  32 

Drains  Cleaned,  Repaired,  or  Ventilated  ...  ...  ...  22 

Privies  converted  to  w.c.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Insanitary  w.c.’s  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  w.c.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  16 

Other  Nuisances  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Total  Nuisances  Abated  ...  ...  ...  178 

Nuisances  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Wet  Ashpits  emptied  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  123 

Number  of  Loads  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  257 

Dry  Ashpits  and  Bins  ...  ...  •••  •••  - • 1327 

Number  of  Loads  ...  •••  ...  ...  *1584 


* Equals  1405  Tons. 
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